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Generator Safety
Standby electric generators 

can provide an extra sense 
of security in view of Mon-
tana’s unpredictable weather 
and the occasional resulting 
power outage. At Glacier 
Electric we understand and 
agree that a generator can be 
a convenient source of power 
around your home or business. 
We only ask, for your sake 
and the sake of our crews, 
that all generators be properly 
installed and used safely. Even 
small portable electric genera-
tors - if they are used improp-
erly - can threaten your safety 
and the safety of our linemen 
working to restore power.
    To protect yourself and your 
family, read and follow the 
safety instructions contained 
in every generator operations 
manual. Before purchasing a 
generator, please consider how 
you will be using it. That will 
help ensure that you are buy-
ing a generator that is correctly 
sized for your application. 
Next, you will need to know 
how it should be installed and 
where it can be safely oper-
ated. Finally, read the summa-
ry of safety tips available on at 
www.GlacierElectric.com. Go 
to the My Home link then click 
on Safety. This comprehensive 
safety guide includes gen-
erator sizing and installation 
information. 
    When using your generator 
do not connect it directly to 
a breaker panel, fuse box, or 
meter box. Plug appliances 
directly into the generator. 

Always store fuel in approved 
containers and away from 
children. Keep children away 
from generators at all times. 
NEVER connect generators to 
your electric service through 
receptacles or outlets. NEVER 
refill fuel while generator is 
running. To learn more about 
specific types of generators, 
keep reading. 
    
    
    Large, fixed generators 
generally are directly con-
nected to building wiring to 
provide standby power during 
emergencies or power outages. 
However, the wiring needs 
to be properly installed by a 
qualified electrical contractor. 
Properly installing a “perma-
nent” generator is extremely 
dangerous, and not a “do-it-
yourself” job. If you plan to 
have this type of generator 
installed, you may need to ob-
tain an electrical permit from 
your local electrical or build-
ing inspector’s office. Contact 

Montana Building Codes 
Division at (406) 444-3933.
    A double-pole, double-
throw transfer switch is 
recommended to keep the gen-
erator from back-feeding into 
the Glacier Electric system. 
This switch will also prevent 
GEC from re-energizing your 
building while your genera-
tor is running. This will help 
protect your generator, wiring, 
appliances, and equipment 
from damage once power 
is restored. Always notify 
Glacier Electric when your 
back-up generator is installed. 
This will help our crews be 
aware of all possible genera-
tors  being used when they are 
working on power outages 
near you. 
    

    Portable, gasoline-driven 
generators are designed to be 
used for appliances with cords 
connected to them. They can 
be especially convenient to use 
in remote locations, such as 

Portable Generators 

Standby Generators

Back Feeding

camping sites or construction 
areas. Lights, small applianc-
es, etc. can be plugged directly 
into outlets on portable genera-
tors using extension cords that 
are NOT DAMAGED.
   Portable generators are not 
designed to be connected to 
your home or any building 
wiring. Do not attempt to per-
sonally connect these devices 
to your electrical panel. Make 
sure that the total electric load 
on your generator will not 
exceed the manufacturer’s 
rating. Prioritize your needs by 
using the lowest wattage light 
bulbs, reserving more power 
for appliances. Always be cer-
tain that the exhaust will vent 
safety. Remember, generator 
exhaust can be deadly. 

    Improperly connecting a 
portable generator to electric 
wiring can produce “back 
feed” - a dangerous current 
that can electrocute or critical-
ly injure you or others. Back 
feed into power lines from a 
generator could create “hot” 
power lines during an outage. 
Linemen who expect the line 
to be de-energized could be 
seriously injured.
    One good way to avoid 
back feeding, as mentioned 
earlier,  is to install a double-
pole, double throw transfer-
switch gear. A qualified 
electrical contractor can install 
this transfer switch so that 
dangerous back feed can be 
prevented.

Keep Glacier Electric Informed
During the winter months it is extremely helpful for our member-

ship to keep us informed about problems or potential problems 
on our system. Our crews patrol the lines for hazards, however, it 

is difficult to cover our entire system in the winter. 

Notify Glacier Electric if you notice:
- Downed power lines

- Power outages
- Security lights that are not working

With your help we can identify potential problems and correct 
them as soon as possible.
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60 Plus
Program

Name

City

Phone Number

Age

Address

The GEC 60 Plus Program 
is open to all GEC members 

ages 60 and older. 

Fill out this entry form and 
turn in to GEC for your 

chance to win $100

This month’s $100 winner is 
Gladys Billman

Bring your entry to one of 
our offices or mail it to:
Glacier Electric Co-op

P.O. Box 2090
Cut Bank, MT 59427

Remember to resubmit your 
name for 2011! 

60 Plus
Entry Form

Signature
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Board Room Report
The regular monthly meeting of the Glacier Electric Coop-
erative Board of Trustees was held on December 30, 2010. 

Action items included:

   	          	               11/30/2010               11/30/2009

kWh Sold                        147,417,161             146,429,066
Revenue	                          $12,229,345             $11,682,081
Cost of Power	              $4,108,580	    $4,121,725
Margins  	              $1,585,681 	    $1,344,732

l The Board approved the following:
- bill stuffer for Glacier County Library
- 2011Youth Tour participants
- 2011 GEC budget
- 2011 nominating committee
- resolution for changes to NRECA Section 125 plan
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Osco Pharmancy
Osco Pharmacy is located inside the Cut Bank Albertsons store. 
They are a full-service pharmacy and offer a wide range of health 
care services including:
• Adult immunizations including influenza & pneumococcal  virus, 
hepatitis A and B, shingles vaccine, tetanus diphtheria, and pertussis
• Nebulizer sales and rentals
• FlavorRx – flavor options for your child’s prescription
• Refill Advantage – order your refills 24-hours on-line, by phone, 
or using our automatic prescription refill program

Osco pharmacies participate in virtually all insurance plans and 
worker’s compensation. They accept all Medicare Part D plans and 
assignment on select Medicare Part B diabetic supplies.

Osco Pharmacy is open Mon. - Fri. 8am to 8pm, Sat. 9am to 6pm, 
and Sun. 10am to 4pm. Stop by or call and see how Cory, Gary, 
Dawn, and Donna can help you with all of your pharmacy needs.

Contact Osco Pharmacy 
at 873-2055

Discount varies by 
prescription!

2010 - 2011 Eligibility Chart
	
	 # in House	 100%		  Upper Limit
	 1 		  $10,830 		 $21,660
	 2 		  $14,570 		 $29,140
	 3 		  $18,310 		 $36,620
	 4 		  $22,050 		 $44,100
	 5 		  $25,790 		 $51,580
	 6 		  $29,530 		 $59,060
	 7 		  $33,270 		 $66,404
	 8 		  $37,010 		 $67,880
	 9 		  $40,750 		 $69,356
	 10 		  $44,490 		 $70,831
	 11 		  $48,230 		 $72,307
	 12 		  $51,970 		 $73,783
	 13 		  $55,710 		 $75,258
	 14 		  $59,450 		 $76,734
	 15 		  $63,190 		 $78,210

    LIEAP eligibility is based on your income and assets. 
Please check the income chart below for eligibility. Both 
homeowners and renters may apply for these programs. The 
LIEAP application is available from October 1 through April 
30 of each year. To find out where to apply for energy as-
sistance, call 1-800-332-2272. Or contact the LIEAP office in 
Browning at 406-336-7977.

Low Income Energy Assistance Program

    After applying for weatherization and/or fuel assistance, you 
will be sent a letter of notification. It will tell you whether or 
not you are eligible for assistance.
    These are equal opportunity programs. If you believe you’ve 
been discriminated against because of race, color, national 
origin, age, sex, marital status, disability, political beliefs, or 
religion, write or call the state Office of Fair Hearings, P.O. 
Box 202953, Helena, MT 59620-2953; 406-444-2470.


