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n September 30, 2011,

Glacier Electric’s cur-
rent long-term wholesale
power contract with Bonn-
eville Power Administration
(BPA) will end and the new
20 year contract will begin.
For the last ten years, Glacier
Electric members have
enjoyed a wholesale power
contract that has reflected
some of the lowest rates in
the Pacific Northwest region.
In 1937, BPA was created to
deliver and sell power from
Bonneville Dam. Today,
BPA markets power from 31
federal hydroelectric dams
and the Columbia River
Nuclear Generation Station
to 130 cooperatives and
public utilities. BPA utilities
represent about 45 percent
of all power consumed in the
Pacific Northwest.

BPA released an initial pro-
posal in late November 2010
that included a forecasted
28.8 percent wholesale power
rate increase for Glacier
Electric. The actual final rate
increase is likely to change
a little during the lengthy
rate case process, but still

represents a large increase for
Glacier Electric members.

The main costs behind
the proposed rate increase
include upgrades and major
maintenance to the aging
federal hydroelectric system,
fuel purchases and repairs
at the Columbia Generating
Station, improvements to
dams, and habitat restoration
to protect Northwest salmon
and steelhead. Over 30 per-
cent of BPA wholesale power
cost goes to maintaining
fish and wildlife restoration
projects.

BPA states that it is
working hard to hold down
additional rate increases by
not rebuilding its financial
reserves, which have been
diminished by two years
of low runoff and reduced
energy prices that have
resulted in losses exceeding
$300 million. This strategy
keeps rates lower for now,
but exposes our cooperative
to greater rate volatility in
the future. If the Columbia
River flow and the economy
do not improve over the
coming year, BPA will rely
on short-term borrowing
instead of reserves to meet
financial obligations. BPA
would then be required to
quickly raise rates further to
repay the borrowed funds.

“The hardest issues in any

rate case involve balancing
near-term and long-term rate
consequences,” said BPA Ad-
ministrator Steve Wright at a
recent meeting in Kalispell.
“We are trying to keep rates
as low as possible now,
without compromising the
tremendous value of these
low cost electricity generat-
ing resources, which will
help us keep rates reasonable
in the long-term.”

The rate proposal will be
considered during a public
rate setting process in which
Glacier Electric will par-
ticipate. The final rates are
expected to be established by
July and will go into effect
October 1, 2011.

Currently, Glacier Electric
Board and Management are
working on the potential rate
impacts to our cooperative
members. Due to the fact
that around 40 percent of the
cost of electric service to our
members comes from whole-
sale power; if BPA rates go
up, Glacier Electric rates will
need to go up as well.

In the coming months,
Glacier Electric will keep all
members informed about the
upcoming rate impacts. As
always, thank you for allow-
ing us to serve you. If you
have any questions, please
stop by the offices in Cut
Bank or Browning.



We’re Different.
We're Looking QOut for You

( jooperatives are differ-
ent from other business

you deal with. To tell you the

truth, we like being different.

And the fact that you’re read-
ing this article shows you like
that difference, too.

We’re different because
we’re Looking Out for You.
Now, more than ever, that is
important because we need
to work together to keep your
electric bills affordable. Each
year, our elected officials make
decisions that affect the cost of
electricity across our nation.

For example, last year Con-
gress did not pass a climate
bill; as a result, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency is
now regulating greenhouse
gasses. EPA regulation along
with renewable energy require-
ments could lead to higher
electricity costs. It is hard to
predict the future, but one
thing seems certain: govern-
ment regulations are going to
increase the cost of doing busi-
ness. New regulations won’t be
the only culprit. Prices for fuel,
materials, and equipment will
continue to rise.

We’re committed to keep-
ing you informed about policy
changes that will impact your
electric bill through chan-
nels like the Rural Montana
Magazine. We are going to
do everything we can to keep
your electric bills affordable.

To accomplish that, we
are controlling costs through
innovation. Our residential,
commercial, and agricultural
energy efficiency programs
help you manage your energy
use. On our website, www.
GlacierElectric.com you can
access TogetherWeSave.
com which shows how little
changes like sealing your air
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ducts, replacing old applianc-
es, or improving your home’s
insulation can add up to big
savings on your electric bill.

Deploying state-of-the-art
solutions like our automated
meter infrastructure system
and prepay accounts helps
us control operating costs
and improve service reli-
ability. Nationally, coopera-
tives are meeting members’
power needs with a diverse
fuel mix, including renew-
able energy. Here at Glacier
Electric we purchase all of our
power from Bonneville Power
Administration; which means
more than 90% of the electric-
ity you use is from clean,
renewable hydropower.

While we are competitive,
reliable, and innovative, above
all else we are member fo-
cused. No matter what comes
our way we will continue to
put you, our members, first.
Glacier Electric is member
controlled and locally oper-
ated. As a member, you have
a voice in how GEC operates.
At our annual meeting each
year you have the opportunity
to elect fellow members to our
board to represent your best
interests. Don’t miss our next
meeting on April 9, 2011!

Member control means
we are accountable to those
we serve, and are dedicated
to assisting our communi-
ties—your money stays at
work close to home. Costs are
rising for all of us, but when it
comes to your electric bill our
rates are set simply to cover
the cost of doing business, not
to generate profits.

In fact, as a not-for-profit
organization, we give money
back to you when our rev-
enues exceed costs. We are

proud to report that in 2010
we returned more than 1 mil-
lion dollars to our members
in the form of capital credits!
The bottom line? We exist
only to serve you and meet
your needs for safe, reliable,
and affordable power. As you
can see, we are different. We
are working together to keep
your electric bills affordable,
controlling costs through
innovation, and continuing to
put you, our members, first.
No matter what the future
brings, one thing is certain.
We are Looking Out for You.

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Glacier Electric is accepting
applications for the 2011
MECA Scholarship.

Eligibility

Applicants must attend a col-
lege or university in the fall of
2011, and applicant’s parents
or guardians must be members
of Glacier Electric.

Pick up Your Application
Applications are available
local high schools, Glacier
Electric offices, and online at:
www.GlacierElectric.com.

Deadline
Applications are due at GEC
by Monday, January 31, 2011.
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Contact the Pioneer Press
at 873-2201

Cut Bank Pioneer Press

The award-winning Cut Bank Pioneer Press will celebrate
its 102nd anniversary in 201 1. In addition to its outstanding
coverage of community events, sports and local government,
the Cut Bank Pioneer Press also offers a wide variety of
services, including commercial and personal printing, color
copies, office supplies and more.

New this year is the availability of the newspaper’s “e-
Edition” or electronic newspaper. For those readers who
want the convenience of reading their news-paper online
anytime or anywhere, subscriptions are now available at
www.cutbankpioneerpress.com. The Cut Bank Pioneer Press
web site has ex-panded to include a community calendar,
photo galleries, and links to many local web sites.

$1 off classified ads
with your Co-op
Connections Card!
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Most Montanans don’t
give much thought to
survival, but surviving winter
in Montana can be challenging
in certain situations. We expe-
rience some of the most severe
weather in the nation, and
some of the most diverse con-
ditions as well. From extreme
temperatures to flooding, wild
fires, and avalanches we are
presented with a number of
challenging survival scenarios.

This month we are focus-
ing on winter survival safety.
Whether you hunt, hike, camp,
travel, work, or play in Mon-
tana, you need to be prepared
to face winter weather.

Winter Driving 101

WinTER TuNE UP

One key to driving in the
winter is keeping a well-main-
tained vehicle. Use this check
list before cold weather hits.
Cooling System- flush and
protect the radiator and engine
to well below zero
Fuel System- replace filters,
keep water out of system.

Oil Level- use winter grade or
SAE 10w/30 oil.

Lights- ensure that all lights
work and are clean.

Exhaust- check for leaks and
crimped pipes.

Tires- make sure you have
good tread. Studded tires are
218% more effective than
regular tires.

Brakes- check wear and fluid
levels.
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CHeEck CONDITIONS

Before you travel check
road conditions by calling the
toll free Montana Travel info
line at 511 or 1-800-226-7623
or visit their website for a road
conditions map and camera
images of major passes, Www.
mdt511.com.

WINTER DRIVING TIPS

At 40 miles per hour, a car
takes 110 feet to stop on dry
pavement and 770 feet to stop
on ice. These tips can help
keep you safe in winter driv-
ing conditions.

Plan ahead. Know the road
conditions and leave early.
See and be seen. Make sure
your headlights are on and that
they are clean.

Proceed slowly. Excessive
speed and sudden movements
are very dangerous in Snow
and ice.

Squeeze the brake. Ease off
the brake if they lock. If you

Winter Survival
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have anti-lock brakes don’t be
alarmed at a pulsating feeling.
Don’t over-react. If you
skid, don’t brake, hit the gas
or jerk the wheel. Simply

take your foot off the gas.

In a rear-wheel skid, steer in
the direction of the skid. In a
front-wheel skid, don’t turn
the steering wheel wait for the
front wheels to grip.

The Outdoors

Hikers, skiers, hunters, hore-
seback riders, AT Vers, and
snowmobilers are all drawn to
Montana’s outdoors. How-
ever, these outings can end in
tragedy if you are not prepared
for winter weather.

BeinG LosT

If you are lost in the out-
doors the steps you must take
are: admit that you are lost,
stay calm, and take action.
Admitting you are lost- you
must admit you are lost in time
to build adequate shelter, start

Stocking Your Emergency Travel Kit

Weather Radio
Flashlight/Extra Batteries
First Aid Kit
Blankets & Warm Clothing
Whistle
Dust Mask
Moist Towelettes, Garbage
Bags, and Plastic Ties
Tool Kit, Knife, & Shovel
Axe or Saw
Tow Chain & Straps
Spare Tire
Wire & Rope

Starter Fluid, Oil, & De-Icer
Flares
Kitty Litter or Sand
Jumper Cables
Watter
Non-perishable food
Local Maps
Prescriptions Medicines
Infant formula & diapers
Pet Food & Water
Matches
Mess Kits
Important Documents

a fire, and gather fuel.

Stay calm- remember physical
exertion can lead to hypother-
mia so don’t expend unneces-
sary energy by panicking. Use
your emergency supply kit to
take care of your immediate
needs. Remember you may
spend an uncomfortable night
or two, but you can survive.
Take action- if you are with a
group, stick together. Start by
building a shelter. If in timber
take advantage of logs, dead
trees, pine boughs, and rock
overhangs. In open county use
rock piles, abandoned cars,
and fences as windbreaks.
Remember snow caves can
provide a warm shelter. Next
gather fuel for a fire and

start your fire while it is still
daylight. Gather enough fuel
for the entire night to avoid
leaving your shelter in the
dark to collect more. Keep in
mind that pine resin is a great
fire starter. Use the fire to melt
snow for water. Stay in your
shelter until help arrives.

AVALANCHE

Avalanches pose a very seri-
ous threat to all back-country
travelers. Most are caused by
the victims themselves, occur
on slopes of 30 to 45 degrees
and happen during or shortly
after storms. Every person
traveling in the back country
should carry an avalanche
transceiver, probe, and shovel.

Montana Disaster& Emergency
Survival Guide
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Turn in Your 2011
60 Plus Entries

by: Virginia Harman

or many years, Glacier

Electric Cooperative has
offered the 60 Plus Program.
This program is an opportu-
nity for our members, who
are 60 years old or older, to
enter to win a $100 credit to-
ward their electric bill. Each
month, at the regular board
meeting, the Glacier Electric
Board of Trustees draws a
winner from all of the entries
we have received. Each
January we discard all the
entries from the pervious
year and start over.

If you turned in entries to
the 60 Plus Program in 2010,
you will need to re-enter in
order to have your name in
the 2011 drawings. Register-
ing is simple. Each month
you will find an entry form in
the Glacier Electric pages of

the Rural Montana magazine.

Simply complete the entry
form and return it to Glacier

60 Plus

Program

The GEC 60 Plus Program
is open to all GEC members
ages 60 and older.

Fill out this entry form and
turn in to GEC for your
chance to win $100

This month’s $100 winner is
Kenneth D. Juneau

Bring your entry to one of
our offices or mail it to:
Glacier Electric Co-op

P.O. Box 2090
Cut Bank, MT 59427

Remember to resubmit your
name for 2011!

Electric. You can bring your
entry to either GEC office,
mail it in to us with your
electric bill, or mail it to us at
410 E. Main, Cut Bank.

We will keep all 2011 en-
tries until January 1, 2012. An
individual can only win one
time per year. However, you
are free to enter every month
to increase your chances of
winning. If your name is
drawn you will receive a $100
credit on your Glacier Electric
Account. You will receive
notification of your credit by
mail and your name will be
listed on the 60 Plus entry
form in the next month’s Ru-
ral Montana. We would like
to congratulate all of our 2010
winners and remind you that
you are eligible to win again
during 2011.

Don’t miss your chance to
win, send in your entry form
today!

60 Plus

Ewt% Form

Name

Address

City

Phone Number

Age

Signature
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APPY
NEW

Year

Our offices will close
at 3:00 p.m. on the

celebrate the new year.

We will re-open Monday,

Thursday, December
30 and all day Friday,
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afternoon of

December 31 to

January 3, 2011.
QUART

GLACIER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Board Room Report

The regular monthly meeting of the Glacier Electric Coop-
erative Board of Trustees was held on November 24, 2010.

Action items included:

Approved the following dues and donations:

- 2011 dues to Cut Bank Chamber and participation in
gift certificate program.

- 2011 NWPPA membership dues

- Contribution of $10,000 to Glacier Electric Crisis
Fund for energy assistance.

- Contribution of $400 to MT 4H Foundation

- $500 dues to MT Tax Foundation

Approved BPA Network Integration Transmission
Services Agreement.

Appointed various board committee members.

10/3/2010 10/3/2009
kWh Sold 132,055,774 132,853,487
Revenue $11,020,461 $10,622,625
Cost of Power $3,595,382 $3,688,933
Margins $1,482,040 $1,292,684
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