


WasHINGTON, D.C.

wo lucky students

will be going on an
all-expense paid trip to
Washington, D.C. this
summer to represent
Glacier Electric. Monique
Crossguns and Erika
Karcher were selected
by the Glacier Electric
Cooperative board to
attend the 2011 youth tour
June 11-17.

Each year Glacier
Electric offers
sophomores and juniors
the opportunity to
compete to win the trip of
a lifetime. Students who
submit an application
must also write an essay
on a topic related to the

electric cooperative world.

This year the essay topic
was “You are in charge
of the energy efficiency
program at your school.
Describe ways you would
recommend for your
school to use electricity
more efficiently.” Check
out their winning essays
to the right.

If you are interested in
attending the all-expense
paid 2012 Youth Tour,
look for contest details in
Rural Montana this fall.

Please Join us in
congratulating Monique
and Erika!
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onique Crossguns

is the daughter of Ron and Nicklo

Crossguns. She has two siblings,
Payton and Nicklaus. Monique is a junior at
Browning High School, where she participates in
the visions program, volleyball, basketball, and
track. She is also involved in junior rodeo and
works on her family ranch.

When asked why she should be selected to
represent Glacier Electric on the Washington, D.C
Youth Tour, Monique responded, “I have grown u;
in Montana and would like to learn more about th
government and how it works.” She also hopes th;
this opportunity will help give her a better idea of
what she wants to pursue after high school.

Monique’s Winning Essay

If I were in charge of an energy efficiency program at my school there would be lots of
things that I would change to make my school more efficient.

I would start by changing all the lights to energy efficient bulbs. I then would make sure that all
electronics are unplugged or turned off when they do not need to be on. I would like to go through
and install motion sensors that turn on the lights when a person enters a room. I know for a fact that
lights are left on when people leave rooms. With sensors, lights would be off when the room was
not in use. I would also try to use natural light to light up rooms, so I would try to use windows
more efficiently. During the winter I would keep windows closed and shades pulled to keep heat in.

I would also try to have solar power panels added to the school. I would also require all the
teachers to use rechargeable batteries rather than throwing away regular batteries and having
to buy new ones.

I feel there is a lot that could be done to use energy more efficiently; we just need to have
someone there to give us a little push. I feel that the schools do not try hard to save energy. |
think if the schools tried, then the students would pick up on the habits. Wouldn’t it be great
if the schools could help teach people to save energy and use it more efficiently? The students
would learn these habits then go home and teach younger sibling or their parents.

I know I don’t have a lot of energy efficiency plans, but I would ask other students if they
had any ideas on ways to help. [ am open to other people’s thoughts and I am outgoing. |
would start an energy efficiency club and have them help me in my quest for saving energy.
With more help who knows how much we could achieve?

I feel that energy efficiency isn’t stressed enough. The more people are aware of the prob-
lem, the more they would care and try to change it. I think I would have the power to stress the
problem, get people involved, and change the world. If not the world, at least my town.
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rika Karcher

is the daughter of Joe and Diane Karcher. She has two brothers, Joey and

Paul. Erika is a junior at Cut Bank High School, where she participates
in student council, National Honors Society, band, volleyball, basketball, and track
and field.

When asked why she should be selected to represent Glacier Electric on the
Washington, D.C. Youth Tour, Erika responded, “I am a hard-working and give
it my all person. I am well mannered and place value in doing what is right and
always try to lend a hand where help is needed.”

Erika’s Winning Essay

In today’s society there is a growing need to use electricity more efficiently.
The cost to produce and use electricity has risen making the ability to conserve
energy vital to society. Some changes that could be made may only take days
to enact. Other solutions may possibly take years. Answers for how to use electricity
more efficiently in Cut Bank High School can range from the use of CFLs, motion sensor lights, and solar
panels, to lowering the school’s thermostat by a degree or so when the school is not in use, and teaching students the impor-
tance of energy conservation.

One way Cut Bank High School could use electricity more efficiently is to use compact florescent light bulbs (CFLs). This
specific type of light bulb uses much less electricity than the regular incandescent light bulb. Compact florescent lights can
actually use up to seventy-five percent less energy to produce light compared to incandescent light bulbs. With so much less
energy needed to light the bulbs, less money would have to go into the cost of electricity to light the school; therefore, more
money could be budgeted for other student activities (Energy Star, 2008). Using these types of lights is an action that can be
taken right away to start conserving energy.

Another method schools can use to conserve energy is to install more motion senor lights. With the installation of motion
sensor lights, lights that are needed will only come on and shut off when there is no need of them; therefore, less light is used.
When areas of the school are not used throughout the day, having the lights shut off automatically would save the electricity
for the school versus the probable possibility that the lights would just be left to remain on for no reason. A further rationale
for more motion sensor lights is that it makes it easier for staff and students to walk into a dark room and not have to worry
about a light switch.

Solar panels are an additional approach to solving how to use electricity more proficiently. Solar panels could be placed on
the roof of the school to absorb the sun’s rays and convert the rays into energy needed to light up the halls or even run comput-
ers. Instead of having to pay for the electricity the school could produce its own with the solar panels. Sunlight is considered a
renewable resource and gives off few emissions; therefore, it would be better for the environment too.

Over weekends and school breaks, the heating and cooling systems in the schools could be lowered as another way to use
electricity more efficiently. Instead of wasting the heating system and heating the building to the same degree as when staff
and students are in the building, the school could lower the heating or cooling temperature of areas such as the gym by even
just a couple degrees. Over the period of several years the savings would start to pile up. When the building is not in use, what
is the point of leaving the heat at the same degree as when school is in session?

Making students aware of the need for energy conservation is an additional method. If there was one week a year where
elementary students learned about how harmful wasting electricity is to the environment and ways to conserve the electricity
would become beneficial in the long run. Teaching students from an earlier age about the pros of energy conservation could
help jump-start future ideas on how to save energy for the school. Education and being informed are the best two ways to de-
velop new ideas for solutions for the problem of how to conserve energy. Members of the community could even get involved.
Students who learn about the overall benefits of energy conservation may even practice pro-electricity habits daily.

There are multiple ways the conservation of electricity could be possible for schools. Using compact florescent light bulbs,
motion sensor lights, and lowering vacant school temperatures are three ways a change for the better can be started inside of
Cut Bank High School. Adding solar panels to the roof of the school could be a way to make the school’s exterior greener.

A long term project could be to make students aware of these issues and work with them to make the school a more energy
efficient place.

Congratulations to Winner of the GEC MECA Scholarship!

Kyle will receive a $500 scholarship from Glacier Electric
y e e r ra I I l and be entered for a chance to win an additional $500 at

the statewide level.
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fter thousands of
gallons of water are

pumped through irrigation
pipes, they clog with sedi-
ment. Two farm workers in
Colorado raised a 30 foot
irrigation pipe to a vertical
position, and tried to bounce
the sediment out, when the
pipe tipped into a power line
27 feet above the ground.
A 24 year old laborer was
electrocuted when the pipe
contacted the 7,200 volt line.

Irrigation electrical hazards
are always a concern in Gla-
cier Electric’s service area.
While irrigation can be vital
for profitability, it is equally
vital that irrigators know and

follow proper safety precau-
tions to avoid potentially
deadly electrical accidents
when operating and handling
the systems.

Irrigators should keep in
mind that metal and water
are conductors of electricity
while working around irriga-
tion equipment. To ensure
safe operation of irrigation
equipment follow these
simple tips:
* Avoid moving irrigation
equipment on windy days
when pipes could blow into
nearby power lines, resulting
in potentially fatal contact.
* Keep pipes horizontal to the
ground rather than vertical to

Irrigation Safety
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minimize the risk of contact
with power lines.

* Before each irrigation sea-
son, have a qualified electri-
cian check pumps and wiring
to ensure that irrigation
system wiring is properly
grounded.

* Store unused irrigation
pipes far away from power
lines or electrical equipment.
* Position irrigation pipes

at least 15 feet away from
power lines.

* Stay away from the piping
during any lightning activity.
Install lightning arresters to
protect your equipment.

« If fuses continually blow
or circuit breakers repeat-

edly trip, have a professional
check the wiring. This could
indicate an electrical hazard.
» Always shut off and lock
the master electrical control
switch before servicing the
equipment.

* Position the water jet
streams so that there is no
chance of them spraying onto
power lines — if this hap-
pens, the entire system could
become energized, creating a
danger for anyone nearby.

e [f an irrigation pipe comes
in contact with a power line,
never try to remove it your-
self contact Glacier Electric
and wait for help.

Source: safeelectricity.org

GLACIER ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 60 Pl 60[)] E
Board Room Report Uy | ooPws
The regular monthly meeting of the Glacier Electric Coop- E PVO @ Vﬂ 47 E
erative Board of Trustees was held on March 30, 2011. v ]
Action Items Included: E The GEC 60 Plus Program Name E
- Approved 2010 audit report. i is open to all GEC members ]

- Approved 2011 Energy for Tomorrow scholarships i ages 60 and older. Add :
winners. E ' ' ress E

- Approved NRECA membership dues. ! e ou't s iy Henm e 1

- Reviewed and approved contribution request for E furn i to GE(,: et e E
Charging Home Stampede Park for $3,000. ! chance to win $100 ity ]

- Approved use of member addresses for Glacier County i This month’s $100 winner is :
Combined Fund Drive. E Leif Torcerson Phone Numb E

- Approved BPA residential exchange settlement ! 8 one umber !
agreement. E Bring your entry to one of ]
2/28/2011 2/28/2010 | ourofficesormailitto: | Age i

kWh Sold 37,089,200 BN | Glacier Electric Co-op i
Revenue $2,696,488 $2,428,858 : P.O. Box 2090 :
Cost of Power $1,070,617 952608 | CutBank MTS0427 | e ]
Margins $391,374 $234,656 ! '
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