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By now most people in our area have heard about the Montana 
Alberta Tie Ltd. (MATL) line and have seen the new struc-

tures being erected. The MATL line is a 300-megawatt, 230-kilo-
volt transmission line allowing the movement of power between 
Alberta and Montana. 
   Construction began in our area 
in August of 2010 and is slated to 
be completed early this summer. 
The energizing of the line is ex-
pected in late 2011 or early 2012.
    Recently Glacier Electric had 
the opportunity to visit with Robert van Beers, Chief Operating 
Officer and Director of MATL, to discuss this huge project.  “We 
really appreciate the recognition that we get when working in the 
Cut Bank area. When visiting with people in the coffee shops it is 
great to see their support of our project and of developing renew-

able energy,” remarked van Beers. “We have been tremendously 
blessed with a lot of support in north central Montana.”  
    As with all projects of this magnitude there have been chal-
lenges along the way as well. According to van Beers “It has been 

a real challenge coordinating our 
project’s timing and permitting with 
the wind farm’s timing and permit-
ting. In order to get wind farms 
developed the transmission projects 
and generation projects must sync 
together which is a real challenge.” 

    Mr. van Beers hopes to develop and keep open, long-term, 
mutually beneficial relationships with our community. He stresses 
that anyone with questions can contact MATL at anytime; simply 
e-mail local MATL contact, Jim Kemp, at jkemp@tonbridge-
power.com. 

Montana Alberta Tie Line

Photos by Vernon Berger
Glacier Electric Member

We have been tremendously 
blessed with a lot of support 
in north central Montana. 

Robert van Beers, COO MATL
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60 Plus
Program

Name

City

Phone Number

Age

Address

The GEC 60 Plus Program 
is open to all GEC members 

ages 60 and older. 

Fill out this entry form and 
turn in to GEC for your 

chance to win $100

This month’s $100 winner is 
June Haupt

Bring your entry to one of 
our offices or mail it to:
Glacier Electric Co-op

P.O. Box 2090
Cut Bank, MT 59427

60 Plus
Entry Form

Signature

G L A C I E R  E L E C T R I C  C O O P E R A T I V E

Board Room Report
The regular monthly meeting of the Glacier Electric Coop-
erative Board of Trustees was held on March 30, 2011. 

   	          	                4/30/2011                4/30/20010
kWh Sold                        	 63,960,985               56,524,931
Revenue	                             $5,195,930               $4,691,860
Cost of Power	                $1,970,861	     $1,747,967
Margins  	                   $758,091	        $478,368

Action Items Included:
- Appointed negotiation team for Glacier Construction 
mediation. Approved negotiation settlement maximum
- Authorized a line of credit to Global Net. 
- Approved maintenance to Native American Indian Days 
grounds in the amount of $3,000.
- Approved labor and equipment to help one day of clean-
up week in Browning. 
- Approved BPA as scheduling agent. 
- Approved loan through Revolving Loan Fund to Park 
and Recreation for feasibility study for walking trail. G
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Help GEC Restore 
Your Power Quickly

On the example above the meter number is 30202. Please 
take the time to write down your meter number and keep it 
near your phone for easy reference during an outage.

When we experience 
power outages we all 

want the same thing, electric-
ity restored as quickly as 
possible. As members there 
is something you can do to 
help us get your power back 
on soon. When you call to 
report an outage, please have 
your meter number ready. 
When we have your meter 
number our staff can quickly 

locate your service address 
on our mapping system. This 
saves a lot of time. 
    We recommend that you 
write down your meter 
number and keep it by your 
phone specifically for outag-
es so that you will always be 
ready with the information 
we need. See the example 
below to learn where to find 
your meter number.   

Wind Power 

    Fish were spared, not a 
molecule of greenhouse gas 
added to the atmosphere, 
but the windmill operators 
deemed it  an environmental 
catastrophe, oddly enough, 
because their federal subsi-
dies were temporarily gone. 
Windmills exist not to profit 
by selling electricity, but by 
reaping federal tax credits, 
No power, no tax credit. By 
some accounts, the “curtail-
ment” cost millions. They 
demanded BPA reimburse 
them. BPA declined, rightly, 
saying ratepayers should not 
be financially responsible 
for power not made or used. 
The American Wind Energy 
Association accused BPA of 
promoting “its own narrow 
economic interests.” Salmon 
advocates were appalled, 
ironically, favoring wind-
mills over dams even as fish 
were saved. Litigation is 
expected, of course. 
    The complaint over lost 
subsidies for a federally 
favored industry belies the 

fact that BPA had no choice. 
It is constrained by nature, 
physics, and courts. Federal 
and state policies promoted 
the construction of more 
windmills than the electrical 
grid can handle at critical 
moments. Local ratepayers 
should not be penalized for 
that. No paper policy can 
keep snow from melting. 
No planning can instantly 
produce new transmission 
lines to cart away power 
no one needs. A desire for 
windmills to profit from tax 
credits should not override 
the need to protect salmon. 
And if windmills must be 
shut down, lost federal tax 
credits should not be added 
to our power bills. We might 
add, and they should not 
forget, that every kilowatt in 
the Northwest grid in these 
days of surplus is carbon free 
and as renewable as renew-
able can be. 

This is the opinion of The Wenatchee 
World and its Editorial Board. 

  

Continued from page 3


