


Residential fires caused by
electrical defects account for a
significant number of total fires
each year. According to the
U.S. Fire Administration, last
year home electrical problems
accounted for 67,800 fires,

485 deaths, 2,305 injuries,
and $868 million in property
losses. Many of these fires are
preventable. Glacier Electric
urges members to be aware
of electrical hazards, take
time this month and make it a
regular habit to inspect all ap-
pliances, cords, and plugs.

Check for loose wall
receptacles, loose wires, or
loose lighting fixtures. Listen
for popping or sizzling sounds
behind walls. Immediately shut
off, then professionally replace
light switches that are hot to
the touch and lights that spark
and flicker. Inspect all appli-
ance cords and plugs for wear
at least once a year. Make sure
they are not frayed or cracked,
placed under carpets or rugs or
located in high traffic areas. Do
not nail or staple them to walls,
floors or other objects.

Overloaded electrical
outlets or circuits are a major
cause of residential fires. Over-
loaded outlets and circuits car-
ry too much electricity, which
generates heat in undetectable
amounts. The heat causes wear
on the internal wiring system
and can ignite a fire. Signs of
overloaded circuits include:
dimming lights when an appli-
ance goes on, a shrinking TV
picture, slow-heating applianc-
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es, fuses blowing, or circuits
tripping frequently.

To prevent overloading,
Glacier Electric recommends
the following:

* Avoid using extension cords
on a permanent basis and never
plug more than two home ap-
pliances into an outlet at once.
* Use only outlets designed

to handle multiple plugs.

Each outlet or circuit should
not exceed 1500 watts, so

give special consideration to
appliances that use 1,000 or
more such as refrigerators, hot
plates, irons, microwave ovens,
dishwashers, and heaters.

* Avoid plugging large appli-
ances into the same outlet or
circuit. If a circuit breaker trips
or a fuse blows frequently, cut
down on the number of appli-
ances on that line.

When looking over electri-
cal wiring and fixtures, look
at light bulbs as well. Check
the wattage to make sure light

bulbs match the fixture require-
ments. Replace bulbs that have
higher wattage ratings than
recommended.

Know where your circuit
breakers and fuse boxes are
and how to operate them.
Check circuit breakers and
fuses to make sure they are
working properly. Fuses should
be rated for the circuit they are
protecting. If you don’t know
the correct rating, have an
electrician identify and label
the correct size to be used.

If an electrical fire does
occur, NEVER try to put it out
using water. If you must ex-
tinguish the fire, use a dry fire
extinguisher or baking soda.

Protect your family by
checking smoke alarms every
month and replacing the bat-
teries twice a year. Roughly 60
percent of reported home fire
deaths happened in homes with
no smoke alarms or no work-
ing smoking alarms.
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2012 Glacier Electric
Calendar Contest

Local L vscomnt
SPOTLIGHT

Glacier Electric is now accepting photos to be
used in the 2012 GEC Calendar.

Ben Franklin

q q Ben Franklin in the Cut Bank Malll i iety retail st ith
To enter a picture, simply follow these rules en rranidin in fne &t Bani WAl s @ variety refatl store wi
a great selection of sporting goods, craft and sewing items,

. . . house wares, tools, toys, seasonal items, and much more.
+ Photos must be taken in the GEC service territory oo '

and must be recent. Here are just a few of the services offered at Ben Franklin:

+ Include photographer’s name and identify where - Cold County Water Decler - Key Cutting

- CellularOne Dealer - Firearms Transfers
the photo was taken. . e -
. ] . - Hunting and Fishing Licenses - Fishing Reports
¢ ONLY celectronic versions of photographs will be - Refill CO, Paintball Tanks - Free Bore Sighting

accepted, no prints.
¢ No more than 10 photos may be submitted by
any member. Please choose your best shots and just
submit those rather than submitting an entire disk or
memory card.
+ All entries must be received at Glacier Electric by
September 1, 2011.

If your photo is used as a primary month shot you will receive a
$50 credit on your electric bill. If your photo is used as a second-
ary month shot you will receive a $25 credit.

Limit $100 credit per membership. Save 25% on lightbulbs!

Business Hours:
Submit high resolution JPG files to: M-F9a.m.to 6 p.m.
VirginiaH@GlacierElectric.com Saturday 9.a.m. to 5 p.m.

Contact us at; 873-2522

YOUR ROLE Win a Trip

to the Today’s Members Program

If you are interested in learning more about your cooperative we have
the perfect opportunity for you. Glacier Electric will be sending two lucky
members on an all-expense-paid trip to Great Falls to participate in the
Montana Electric Cooperative’s Association (MECA) Today’s Members
program. During this two-day workshop members from co-ops across the
state will learn about the history of electric cooperatives, the cooperative
business model, and a few of the challenges our industry is facing today.
The event will be held October 4 and 5 at the Best Western Heritage Inn in
Great Falls. Hotel, travel, and all meals will be covered by GEC.

For your chance to attend, complete the form below (as an individual or
couple) or call Virginia Harman at (406) 873-5566 by August 31.

OWNERSHIP IS LEARNING ABOUT
THE ISSUES FACING YOUR COOPERATIVE, Namel(s)

OWNERSHIPIS PRACTICING ENERGY. " none Number Account #
EFFICIENCY. Add
ress
\ OWNERSHIP IS... D
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Remembering the Value of Electricity

Nowadays, cell phones
and personal digital
devices are a part of our
culture. Everyone, it seems,
is connected on the go—
whether they’re just making
phone calls, text messaging,
or checking e-mail. Such
communication freedom is a
luxury we pay for, generally
without grumbling.

So why is it that when
it comes to electricity—a
necessity in our modern
world—many of us grumble
and complain when the elec-
tric bill comes every month?
We expect electricity to be
there at the flip of the switch,
and when it’s not, we get
angry or frustrated.

We at Glacier Electric are
no different—we expect the
lights to come on every time,
too. As employees of Glacier
Electric, we have a special
responsibility to make sure
your electric service is safe,
reliable, and affordable. But
we also believe that when
compared to other commodi-
ties, electricity remains a

great value.

For example, over the
past 10 years, gasoline has
shot up 10.9 percent on
average every single year,
according to the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics. A loaf of
white bread has increased 4.2
percent annually, and a dozen
eggs 6.5 percent per year.

In comparison, when you
average our rate increases
over the past decade, the cost
of electricity from Glacier
Electric has increased just
1.7 percent a year. When
you consider how reliable
electricity is, the value goes
up even more. On average,
Glacier Electric members ex-
perience 2.5 hours of outages
each year—something we’re
proud of, considering there
are 8,760 hours in a year! Of
course, we’re working hard
to reduce even those brief
interruptions, increase our
service reliability, and con-
trol costs through innovative
technology.

Nearly a third of all
U.S. households have four

Glacier Electric power lines along the Hi-Line between Cut
Bank and Browning.

electronic devices, such
as cell phones, plugged in
and charging. In the past 30
years, the amount of residen-
tial electricity used by ap-
pliances and electronics has
increased from 17 percent to
31 percent. More homes than
ever use major appliances
and central air conditioning.
Clearly, our appetite for
electricity shows no signs
of slowing down. So the

60 Plus

Program

The GEC 60 Plus Program
is open to all GEC members
ages 60 and older.

Fill out this entry form and
turn in to GEC for your
chance to win $100

This month’s $100 winner is
Norman Seglem

Bring your entry to one of
our offices or mail it to:
Glacier Electric Co-op

P.O. Box 2090
Cut Bank, MT 59427

next time you flip a switch,
use your computer, charge
your cell phone, open your
refrigerator, or run your
washing machine, remember
the value electricity holds.
And know that we at Glacier
Electric are looking out for
you by working together to
keep electric bills affordable,
controlling costs through
innovation, and putting you,
our members, first.

60 Plus

EVLU% Form

Name

Address

City

Phone Number

Age

Signature
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